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BRING

June is 
designated 
Rotary Fel-
l o w s h i p s 
Month to 
recognize 
the impor-
tance of in-
ternational 

fellowships and goodwill among Rotar-
ians with similar recreational and voca-
tional interest. 

What is a Rotary Fellowships? Ro-
tary Fellowships are autonomous, in-
ternational groups of Rotarians, Rotar-
ian spouses, and Rotaractors who join 
together to share a common interest 
in worthwhile recreational activities, 
further their vocational development 
through acquaintance with others of 
the same profession, make new friends 
around the world, explore new oppor-
tunities for service 
and have fun and 
enhance their Ro-
tary experience be-
yond their clubs and 
districts. Being part 
of a fellowship is a 
fun and easy way to 
make friends from 
around the world.

In 1947, a group of 
Rotarian boating enthusiasts began fly-
ing the Rotary flag from their crafts, call-
ing themselves the International Yacht-
ing Fellowship of Rotarians, which now 
holds the distinction of being the oldest 
continuing fellowship. There is a very 
strong Yachting Fellowship in this dis-
trict and I’m sure that Dick Schultz of St. 
Petersburg Sunrise club, rs@atwaterco.
com would be happy to tell you more 
about it. The scope of fellowships has 
changed significantly over the years, but 
their purpose remains the same: to unite 

Rotarians in friendship and provide op-
portunities to enjoy favorite recreational 
or professional activities.

There are many Fellowships that 
would be of interest to our mem-
bers, and they are detailed on 
www.rotary.org/fellowships	

***

Our Rotary year together is fast com-
ing to a close.  And what an incredible 
time I have had crisscrossing the Dis-
trict, sharing Rotary with all of you.

As this will be my last newsletter as 
District Governor it’s time to reflect on 
the past year and how quickly it has 
gone. I am sad to say that it’s coming to 
an end however it has been a wonderful 
experience. It seems it was only a few 
months ago when I wrote the first news-
letter. 

Membership:  Our focus was on 
membership and 
the highlight of the 
year was our “Every 
One Bring One” 
campaign. PDG 
Jamie Mick did a 
fine job serving as 
Membership Chair 
this year and we 
have increased our 
ranks by 60 new 

Rotarians as of this date. Thank you to 
all the Rotarians who have brought in 
new members and to the Clubs that have 
gained new members. And let’s contin-
ue to look for new Members and spread 
the belief of “Every One Bring One”

Remember, people join Rotary be-
cause they want to build new friend-
ships, network, be involved in the com-
munity and volunteer their time in a 
meaningful way, and feel like they are 
making a difference. We must help our 

members get excited about the ways of 
Rotary and provide them with the op-
portunities to achieve their needs and 
desires.

The Caruso and Capps Event: The Ca-
ruso and Capps fun fellowship events 
we arranged last November was an 
amazing success. It was a wonderful 
evening of Rotary camaraderie and lots 
of laughs. The six-hundred Rotarians 
and spouses who came out for the three 
events experienced a fascinating night 
with those two hilarious and witty guys, 
Michael Caruso and John T. Capps.  The 
spectators, some of whom became par-
ticipants, will not forget that delightful 
evening for a very long time. 

Special thanks to our Caruso & Capps 
Committee, PDG Jamie Mick, John Lit-
ton and Perry Bean.

The District Conference: Our 2015 
District Conference held at the Planta-
tion Inn in Crystal River May 1st and 
2nd was a huge success. Great keynote 
speakers and fine entertainment made 
our conference a worthwhile event. 
Many long time Rotarians said this may 
have been our best District Conference 
EVER! This could not have happened 
without the great effort of our District 
Conference Committee. Thank you, 
Amanda Fisher, Dianne Sharp and Bren-
da Wendt. If you were one of the 235 
people who attended, spread the word: 
Rotary is FUN!

Public Relations: We set BIG goals 
for our Public Relations committee and 
we did very well thanks to the efforts of 
Public Relations Chair Tekoa Bean and 
Social Media expert John Litton. We 
implemented robust marketing efforts 
to promote District events, membership, 
social media, Vimeo and more.

Here are the results to date for these 
particular social media outlets.

http://governorted6950.com/
governorted6950.com/every-one-bring-one/
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 District Governor 2014-2015: Edward “Ted” Johnston
352-795-2200  •  erjohnston@embarqmail.com

District Governor Elect 
Will Miller (Largo)
H 727-581-2452
novaeng@tampabay.rr.com

District Governor Nominee 
Mike Chapman (Dunedin North)
C 727-415-3181
mjc6950rotary@gmail.com

Destrict Gonvernor Designate
Perry Bean
727-207-2090
perry@perrybean.com

Aide to the Governor
John Litton
407-462-5511
john@johnlitton.com

District Secretary 
Brenda Wendt (Crystal River)
O/H 352-249-7302  
wendt3@gate.net

District Treasurer 
Kristine Bigelow (New Port Richey)
O 727-846-9111   
bigelowk123@gmail.com

District Rotary Foundation Chair
Carl Treleaven, PDG
O 727-388-3511 
ctreleaven.rotary@gmail.com

Membership Chair
Jamie Mick (Holiday)
O 727-642-8041   
jmick@tbpm.net

Public Relations Chair
Tekoa Bean (Port Richey)
C 727-743-1541
tekoa.bean@yahoo.com

District Trainer
Tom Feeney III (Homosassa Springs)
C 352-201-2520     
tfeeney@chronicleonline.com

District Sergeant at Arms
Paul Friedlander (Trinity)
C 727-641-0575  
pauljay1@tampabay.rr.com

Assistant Governor Area 1  
CJ Crooks
M 727-218-2120   
cjcrooks@live.com

Assistant Governor Area 2 
Bruce Sobut
O 727-517-2449
IRB_rotary@gulfcoastsolutions.biz

Assistant Governor Area 3 
Mel Sams IV
O 727-465-6767
Mlsrotary6950@gmail.com

Assistant Governor Area 4 
Robert Memoli (Seven Springs)
O 727-372-6611 
mmteam31@yahoo.com

Assistant Governor Area 5
Mike Mira
M 813-469-0243  
miraent12@yahoo.com

Assistant Governor Area 6
Gary Coil
C 727-420-6965
gary_coil1@verizon.net

Assistant Governor Area 7 
Karen Van Sickle
C 352-279-1530
broker.karen@gmail.com

Assistant Governor Area 8 
Eloy Nunez
H 352-419-4006 
elnuez@tampabay.rr.com

Facebook Page: increased from 308 to 
556 = 80.52% Increase 

Facebook Group:  increased from 287 
to 520 = 81.18% Increase

Linkedin: increased from 109 Mem-
bers to 148 = 35.78%

Our District Foundation:  We are on 
track for another successful year for our 
Foundation giving. PDG Carl Treleaven 
assembled an outstanding district Foun-
dation Committee with many dedicated 
Rotarians. Carl plans to serve one more 
year as foundation committee chairman 
then pass the responsibility on to PDG 
Jared Brown for the 2016-17 year. I want 
to thank all of you for continuing to sup-
port the Rotary Foundation with your 
personal and club contributions.

www.governorted6950.com I will 
continue my Rotary blog in fact I will 
have a lot more time to devote to it, so 
check in now and then and find out 
what Past District Governor Edward 

“Ted” Johnston is thinking.

In closing: It has been an honor and 
privilege to serve you as your District 
Governor for 2014-2015. Janet and I 
have valued the help and friendship we 
have received from so many people. 
Thank you for allowing us to share in 
your Rotary experience. We are better 
people for knowing you.

This year was very successful due to 
all the clubs and the huge number of Ro-
tarians in the District. Without you our 
successes would not have occurred.

To Club Presidents, Area Governors, 
and members; what a brilliant job you 
have done and you should be very proud 
of your achievements. It was an honor to 
serve alongside such devoted Rotarians

The support I had made my job look 
easy and I must thank my district leader-
ship for their many contributions. 

And to my chief of Staff John Litton 

and District Secretary Brenda Wendt, 
“Thanks a Million”, you made my life 
easier!

To my home club, Kings Bay: “Thank 
you” for your support and encourage-
ment and for allowing me the privilege 
to represent you and our District for the 
past twelve months. 

The very best to District Governor-
Elect Will Miller and Gray as you take 
over the reins July 1st. You will enjoy a 
rewarding and successful Rotary year.

We finish the year knowing that all of 
you have made a difference and that you 
have helped to “Light Up Rotary” !

Governor Edward “Ted” Johnston

www.GovernorTed6950.com

BRING

http://www.governorted6950.com
http://governorted6950.com/
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Saturday, June 20th - 8am
Save Weeki Wachee Springs
Sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of 
Brooksville & Spring Hill Central
Lyungbya algae clean up in 
Weeki Wachee Springs. Contact:
Doug Brainard 352-442-1156 
brainarddougoug@gmali.com 
or Karen Van Sickle 
352-279-1530 
broker.karen@gmail.com

Saturday, June 27th - 9am
Homosassa Rotary’s Lyigbya 
Clean up
Homosassa Wildlife Park 9225 
West Fishbowl Drive 
Homosassa Springs
Our long term community project 
is to clean the main springs in 
the Homosassa River of Lyng-
bya.  Lyngbya is an algae that 
could create a serious condition 
at the Springs if it isn’t controlled. 
Volunteers do not have to belong 
to Rotary in order to participate in 
this event. There will be positions 
available for volunteers not wish-
ing to get into the water.
For more info call Tom Feeney                                                                  
352-201-2520

Saturday, June, 27th - 6pm
Summer Beer Olympics
Dunedin Waterside
Grab a few friends and compete 
in the events like Flip cup, beer 
pong, corn hole and more for fun 
& prizes all over downtown Dune-
din! $20 in advance or $25 day of. 
Purchase tickets at:
www.dunedinwaterside.com

Saturday, July 18th - 8am
Save Weeki Wachee Springs
Sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of 
Brooksville & Spring Hill Central
Lyungbya algae clean up in 
Weeki Wachee Springs. Contact:
Doug Brainard 352-442-1156 
brainarddougoug@gmali.com 
or Karen Van Sickle 
352-279-1530 
broker.karen@gmail.com

Hello everyone!

I apologize for the lack of updates for 
the last few months. I came to a very 
stressful and non-stop time in my stud-
ies, so I had to use my time extremely 
wisely. This meant that I was mostly in 
my flat writing papers 
and reading. I finally 
finished all of the as-
signments and now 
I can start focusing 
on my research. I am 
quite excited for this 
because I will be doing 
research regarding dis-
advantaged youth; this 
is something I really 
am passionate about.

Between my as-
signments, I have had 
many visitors! In March, my friend Eva 
came to visit for five days. We went to 
Paris and Dublin, and we also did things 
around Edinburgh be-
tween my class sched-
ule. In April, my friend 
Yuho visited. Yuho is a 
Rotary scholar study-
ing in Leicester, and 
she is from Japan. I met 
her at a Rotary scholar 
conference in Septem-
ber. I also had some 
family friends visit for 
the day as they were 
doing a trip around 
the UK. At the begin-
ning of May, my friend 
Raisa came to visit. She was just here for 
the day, but we were able to do a lot 
of things around town. Later in May, my 
friend Arielle visited. We went to Hol-
land, Belgium, Germany, and around 
Scotland. It was really nice to have these 
visitors as it gives me a brain break from 

my studies and some-
thing to look forward 
to.

As far as Rotary 
events, I guess you 
could say I’ve also 
been quite busy with 
that as well. As usual, 
I have been attending 
the weekly meetings 
for the Rotary Club of 
Portobello. In March, 
I spoke to the Ro-
tary Club of Dunbar 

for their scholar’s night. I was the only 
scholar that attended, so I was speaking 
on behalf of all of us. In April I spoke 
to the Rotary Club of Whitburn and the 
Rotary Club of Livingston. I attended the 
Rotary Club of Edinburgh, which is the 
oldest and biggest club in the district. 

In May, I presented 
to the Rotary Club of 
Peebles. I actually met 
a man there who used 
to live in Leesburg, 
so he was aware of 
our district and knew 
where everything was. 
That was nice. I also 
attended the District 
1020 Quiz Finale be-
cause the Rotary Club 
of Portobello was one 
of the top contenders; 
they ended up getting 

fourth place in the whole district. This 
was a nice event as I saw many familiar 

faces, and it was re-
ally nice to see a lot of 
the members of whose 
club I had visited.

Well, things have 
been rather busy and 
hectic, as usual. The 
time is going quickly. I 
am so thankful for this 
experience. This year 
has truly been a year 
of a lifetime!

As I have many 
things that I did not in-

clude, you can always follow my blog at 
www.living-the-edinburgh-dream.tumblr.com

	 Cheers,
	 Ally Vincent
	 Rotary Global Grant Scholar
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RCS Grace House, a charitable institu-
tion in Clearwater, has had dinners pre-
pared for their clients by members of the 
Rotary Club of Seminole Lake for nearly 
a year on a monthly basis.  Chef/ Ro-
tarian Curtis Camp has organized these 
monthly events with help from sponsor-
ing, local businesses.  On Tuesday, May 
12, Rotarians decided to have an old 
fashioned cookout with the sponsoring 
help of Weichert Realtors and Seminole 
Business Masters. The cookout served 27 
adults, 34 children and 15 volunteers.

RCS Grace House provides homeless 
families with emergency shelter and 
prevents homelessness through family 
stability services, maximizing their op-
portunity to reach self-sufficiency.  It is 
located at 1552 S. Myrtle Avenue, Clear-
water, FL 33756. For those wishing to as-
sist this organization please call or email:  
(727) 446-5964  www.rcspinellas.org 

Prepared by Gene Stern, Media Chair, 
Seminole Lake Rotary Club

gene.stern@LFG.com  

The Rotary E-Club of 
Southeast USA and Carib-
bean celebrated its 10th 
anniversay ( chartered Janu-
ary 2005) at Rotary Camp 
Florida this past Saturday, 
April 25, 2015. Attending 
were president Robin Foley, 
PP/PDG Russ Miller, DGE 
Will Miller and wife Gray, 
Youth Services Chair/PDG 
Vince Cautero and wife Susan, Host Liz 
Fields, PP Bob Loring with two guests of 
the San Antonio RC, PP/ D6950 Alumni 
chair Susanne Nielsen and guest Profes-
sor Charlene Jones, treasurer Ray Corne-
lius and wife Nancy, International chair 
Ray Ford and Sewing2Serve Dee Ford, 
Pete Grasso and wife Dawn. 

E-Club founding members PDG/PP 
Russ Miller (2011/12) and PP Bob Lor-
ing (2012/13) were honored with recog-
nition certificates, speaker Russ Miller 
spoke about the important role of tech-
nology to assist in worldwide fellowship 
of Rotarians on-line in eclubs ( currently 
230 globally) and on the ground visits by 
e-club members to Rotary clubs where 
they are and where they travel. PDG/
PP Russ Miller received the framed club 
map with member locations indicated 

 RCS Dinner cooked 
on the Grill

The Frye Family (originally clients now 
managing the facility):  Bottom Row: (L-
R) Makayla and Brianna Frye; Top Row 
(L-R) Raymond Frye, Kenny Schneider 
and Heather Frye

The Volunteers: (L-R) Curtis Camp, 
Dave Magallon, Don Fairbairn, Glenn 
Stamm, Rosa Sang, Doug Meyer, Jim 
McConnell, Mike Hendry, Walt Stein-
heimer and Chuck Oldanie

Rotary E-Club Celebrates 10th Anniversary

including Switzerland, Finland and soon 
Australia. Dee Ford (Sewing2Serve.org) 
received 500.- worth fabric donations, 
and Pete Grasso was re-inducted into 
the e-club. 

Fellowship and speeches, food and 
America The Beautiful sung by RC San 
Antonio’s Dolores, pledge of Allegiance 
led by PP Bob Loring and invocation by 
international chair Ray Ford, and a final 
presentation on Rotary Camp Florida by 
its Director and e-club member Liz Fields 
and an e-club birthday cake ended this 
10th anniversary meeting. Thank you Liz 
for hosting us and everyone for coming. 
The E-Club invites you be our guest for a 
weekly make-up meeting,www.rotarye-
club34.org.

On Friday April 17th, Principal Mi-
chael Bohnet introduced the students 
of the month from Osceola Fundamen-
tal High to the Rotary Club of Seminole 
Lake at their regularly scheduled meet-
ing at Freedom Square.

Liam Cook has a GPA of 4.41 while 
being on the cross country team for 2 
years and playing premier soccer for the 
Oldsmar Club.  He has attended 
Boys State and been nominated for 
the National Social Studies Award. 
A member of the Spanish and ro-
botics teams he plans to attend 
UCF getting a degree in science or 
computer science.

Ellen Holtz has a GPA of 4.3 
while captaining the swim team 
this year.  She is editor-in-chief of 
the Osceola newspaper and has 
received academic excellence 

Osceola High Students of the Month
awards and been chosen for the 2014 
Girls State as a delegate..  A member of 
numerous honor societies she also is a 
camp counselor and lifeguard at Car-
louel Yacht Club. She plans to attend 
FSU.

Pictured (L-R): President–Elect Dr. 
Sandra Lilo, Liam Cook, Ellen Holtz, 
Principal Michael Bohnet
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Let’s Get Social … 
WOW! This year has gone by fast. Over these past months we have 
attempted to enlighten but, more importantly to encourage you to 
become more adapt in utilizing social media to promote the Rotary 
brand. Funny how we love it so much, know the good deeds we are a 

part of, take pride in the global effort and make our weekly 
meetings, but we hold back (at least most of us do) in openly 
talking about Rotary in our daily life. Jokes, recipes, pictures of us 
doing crazy things or sefies are not an issue but, the 
overwhelming majority of us just do not share the fact that we are 
Rotarians.  

Social Media Marketing  Works! 

We leave you this month in the hopes that you might reconsider 
that. The reason is really quite clear … people, your friends, 
family and the world need Rotary. Simply reflect on the true 
impact of all accomplished through this organization. And the 
best part is that YOU have the power and influence to potentially 
change another’s life through the simple sharing of the fun, 
fellowship, community service, and friends developed right in 
your community. Please try it! You will feel better and it will be a 
treasure to see someone you know outside of your Rotary club 
actually develop an interest to know more. Become an 
‘Ambassador’ of Rotary International today and simply talk about 
it on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Periscope or any other media 
and manner you can. 

Where To Find Us 

So let’s be sure that you have a 
direct  link to the connecting 
points  of  the  four  primary 
social  media  outlets  we  use 
today.  The  names  below  are 
hyperlinked  and  if  you  click 
on them, they will take you to 
the  pa ge  and  g roup  for 
District 6950. The same goes 
for Linkedin where we have a 
Group Page established.

Facebook District PAGE 

Facebook District GROUP 

 
Linkedin GROUP

 Twitter District 6950
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WHAT?  WAIT … There’s More!!! 

Up Periscope.  

In March 2015, Twitter purchased 
Periscope for $100 Million Dollars. 
It was officially relaunched on 
March 26th and has become  (now) 
one of the fastest growing 
segments of social media EVER! 

The app became so well known as 
the news broke when the recent 
Mayweather vs Pacquiao fight was 
seen for free by an estimated 500k 

people who never paid the $90 to view it on Premium Channels. 
This was done through Periscope.

The services of Periscope are available in the mobile application 
itself as well as on Twitter. Users of Periscope are able to choose 
whether or not to make their video public or simply viewable to 
certain users such as their friends or families. Periscope allows 
viewers to send "hearts" to the broadcaster by tapping on the 
mobile screen as a form of appreciation. Now available for use on 
IOS (iPhone) or Android mobile devices, this app will allow 
anyone, any club, any person with a phone to for FREE broadcast 
an immediate LIVE feed of whatever and wherever they are. The  
uses and benefits of how this can beneft a Rotary Club are 
endless. I hope to see more of how YOU choose to use this in 
your club. Onward and upward.             ~John E. Litton

“LET’S GET CONNECTED”  
District 6950 access on your DACdb could  
not be easier to set up. In fact, they include 
dorections at the link (to follow) that will 
guide you to access from any iOS, Android, 
Blackberry, Windows or webOS device. So I 
think you are covered no matter what platform 
you need.

Simply click HERE  to find the installation 
instructions!

In the event that any member of the district needs a DACdb 
password reset, simply email tekoa.bean@yahoo.com

Rotary 6950 Facebook Pages: 
Like a friend's profile, Facebook 
Pages enable public figures, 
businesses, organizations and 
other entit ies to create an 
authentic and public presence on 
Facebook. Unlike your profile, 
Facebook Pages are visible to 
everyone on the internet by 
default. You, and every person on 
Facebook, can connect with these 
Pages by becoming a fan and 
then receive their updates in your 
News Feed and interact with 
them.  

We utilize the District Facebook 
Page to largely reach out to your 
communities at large. We use it 
f o r p o s t s o f l o c a l a n d 
international events and to 
c o m m u n i c at e b o t h t o o u r 
members and the potential 
members who stop by to explore. 
This is a great place for us to 
r e a c h a n e w a u d i e n n c e .  
Facebook Groups: While Pages 
were designed to be the official 
profiles for entities, such as 
celebrities, brands or businesses, 
Facebook Groups are the place 
for small group communication 
and for people to share their 
common interests and express 
their opinion. Groups allow 
people to come together around 
a common cause, issue or activity 
to organize, express objectives, 
discuss issues, post photos and 
share related content.  

by John Litton 
john@johnlitton.com
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Thursday, April 2, 2015, the Pinellas 
Park Rotary Club, after reading 22 appli-
cations for their 2015 Local Community 
Project “A Better Way to Get to Work” 
Car Give-away, decided on Thomas Vall-
tos, an employee at Northside Hospital. 
With glowing remarks from his superi-
ors, along with the need for a vehicle, 
Tommy was chosen by the Pinellas Park 
Rotary Club’s Car Award committee to 
receive a 2010 Black Kia Rio.  North-
side Hospital’s Director of Surgical Ser-
vices, Rebecca Lessinger, said that she 
would love to see Tommy honored as a 
“Good, hard-Working Honest Person” 
as she is “continually impressed with his 
teamwork and dedication. Tommy has 
had many challenges in his past” but “is 
the type of person who does not give up 
or feel defeated by the curves that life 

Better way to get to work Rotary club meets 
on a train

By Deepak Shikarpur, 
past district governor

Rotary International • May 18, 2015

On the Deccan Queen Express, an 
Indian passenger train that connects 
Mumbai with Pune, members of the 
Rotary Club of Pune Deccan Queen 
conduct their weekly meeting. It may 
very well be the only Rotary club in 
the world that meets on a train.

The Deccan Queen is one of the 
most popular trains in the sector and 
a daily means of transportation for 
thousands commuting between the 
two cities. The idea was first proposed 
in 2012, but since the route crosses 
through two Rotary districts, it took 
a while to reach agreement the club 
would be considered to meet in Dis-
trict 3131 (which includes Pune).

Every Thursday, members get togeth-
er in a special car for pass holders. 
There are 25 members at the moment, 
and prominent citizens traveling on the 
train are invited as speakers. We have 
conducted community service proj-
ects including health checkup camps 
for train porters and railway staff, and 
made infrastructure improvements to 
the station in Pune. We are planning 
to begin monthly fellowship meetings 
in the city so members can bring their 
family and they, too, can experience 
the joy of Rotary.

Members of the Rotary Club of 
Pune Deccan Queen meet on the 
passenger train between Pune and 
Mumbai.

throws at you”.  The Clinical Manager of 
Surgical Services, Darlene Burns, stated 
that “when on call, a staff member must 
be available to report in within 30 min-
utes. Tommy does this on his bicycle. I 
am simply amazed and proud of him.”   

Crown Honda’s General Manager, 
Jay Biggerstaff, & Marketing Dir, Jeanne 
Bytell, partnered with Pinellas Park Ro-
tary President David Sideri to find the 
perfect car.  They were assisted by lo-
cal businesses and organizations that 
included: AdTec II Electroplating, Semi-
nole & Sunrise Lanes, Wheels of Suc-
cess, Hands Across the Bay, Habitat for 
Humanity, & Buffalo Wild Wings. Con-
gratulations and Best Wishes to Tommy 
for a bright future!



Scott Post, editor
Suncoast Printing • 3601 Grand Boulevard • New Port Richey, FL 34652
E-mail news to: RotaryNews6950@gmail.com
Please send text as word documents and photos as jpgs
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Margarita Romo----Reverend, Pastor 
of Resurrection House Mission, Founder 
and Executive Director of Farmworkers 
Self Help, Hispanic Woman of the Year, 
Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame Induct-
ee, Rotarian, and Paul Harris Fellow.  We 
are proud to announce two more well-
deserved accolades. Saint Leo Univer-
sity recently bestowed a Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters degree on Margarita, and 
the Florida Blue Foundation honored 
her with their 2015 Sapphire Award and 
$50,000!

An assertive but humble native of Tex-
as, Margarita explained her life’s work 
this way in a 2011 Tampa Bay Times 
article: “This is what 
God planned for me, 
and I will be here un-
til the day I die.” Mar-
garita not only “talks 
the talk,” she “walks 
the walk” every day. A 
resident of the migrant 
Mexican-American 
community known as 
Tommytown on the 
outskirts of Dade City, 
she shares her home 
with two grandsons 
and two young men 
who are proud gradu-
ates of Saint Leo Uni-
versity, thanks to the 
extraordinary fund-
raising ability of Mar-
garita. Jose Amateco, a 2014 graduate, 
works as a tutor at the university earn-
ing money to enter graduate school with 
the goal of eventually becoming a phy-
sician. Carlos Segovia, a June graduate, 
has set his sights on law school.

Growing up in poverty in Texas, Mar-
garita was quick to recognize the plight 
of the immigrants working in the or-
ange groves in Central Florida when she 
moved here in the 1970s. Her solution 
was to found Farmworkers Self Help 
(FSH), a bootstrap nonprofit organiza-
tion which assists migrant and formerly 

migrant workers in East Pasco County. 
Among the services offered by Farm-
workers Self Help are immigration assis-
tance, a free clinic, job training, a thrift 
store, English classes, housing, food 
distribution, holiday meals and celebra-
tions. Margarita summed up the rea-
son for the title of the organization in a 
2013 interview printed in The Laker-Lutz 
News: “We need to think for ourselves. 
If we’re really about teaching people to 
be free, then you’ve got to give them the 
tools to do that . . . . To help us learn 
to think for ourselves is where the real 
work comes in and the real love.”

Margarita’s special love and hope for 
the future is the chil-
dren, and hundreds of 
“her children,” rang-
ing in age from 2 to 
32, call her “Abuela” 
or “Grandma.” Farm-
workers Self Help 
provides a safe place 
for teens and children 
to gather after school 
and on weekends for 
homework, snacks, 
arts & crafts, dance 
classes, soccer, and 
just plain fun. They 
soon learn, though, 
that with privilege 
comes responsibility. 
Boys and girls from 
grade school through 

college age often accompany Margarita 
to the state capital in Tallahassee to lob-
by legislators for instate tuition, health 
care for legal migrant children, better 
working conditions and pay for farm-
workers. She doesn’t hesitate to take 
them with her as she approaches state 
senators, house members, and even the 
governor and asks them to pray with her.

Margarita’s history with Rotary be-
gan when David West, a member of the 
Dade City Rotary Club, proposed her 
as a Paul Harris Fellow.  Several years 
later, after speaking to members of the 

Rotary Club of San Antonio, Margarita 
was invited to join the San Antonio club.  
She so inspired members of the small 
club that they soon adopted Farmwork-
ers Self Help as their signature project. 
This Rotary Club has received several 
district grants for their FSH projects, 
which included helping to refurbish 
a pool hall into a youth center called 
Mi Otra Casa (My Other House). Five 
students from the community have at-
tended Saint Leo University, due in part 
to scholarship assistance from the club. 
For the younger students, the club hosts 
a Back-to-School party and distributes 
backpacks with school supplies every 
August. A mentoring program for girls 
is in its fourth year, with club members 
meeting weekly with girls ranging in age 
from 5 to 13. The girls meet professional 
women and learn about different pro-
fessions, receive help with homework, 
learn cooking, sewing and self-defense, 
and enjoy arts & crafts, Their education 
continues over the summer months with 
a Reading Rainbow program. Their fa-
vorite activity is their dance group, Las 
Mariposas (the Butterflies). Not only do 
they learn traditional Mexican dances, 
they perform at churches, schools, and 
community events. At times, you might 
even see Margarita join in.

The relationship between the club and 
FSH is not a one-way street, however. 
Members of the FSH community have 
worked with the club at Relay for Life 
and other community events. Women 
have made dresses, scarves, and hats 
for the club to distribute in other coun-
tries. The club has held installation din-
ners in the youth center and members 
participate in Cinco de Mayo and other 
celebrations in the community. In the 
words of Betty Burke, Past President of 
the club and organizer of the mentoring 
program, “Farmworkers Self Help is not 
our charity. . .it is our partner.”

By Betty Burke, Rotary Club of San 
Antonio

Margarita Romo receiving the Florida 
Blue Sapphire Award.

Florida Blue Sapphire Award



Welcome to our 
new, returning and 

transferring  Rotarians!

The Governor’s Newsletter

Meeting locations have been updated.
Please refer to this list when checking on club meeting days and locations.
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Central Citrus County

Kopka, Anthony

Crystal River

Busk, Jim 

Chapman, Charles

Devane, Kim 

Mohammadbhoy, Adnan

Crystal River-Kings Bay

Tamposi, Anthony

Holland, Steve

Dunedin North

Cane, Casey

Conroy, Christopher

Sharman, Mark

Smith, Michael

Seven Springs

Ford, Ray 

Sickler, Jorden

Spring Hill

Prescott, Michael

Ray, Trudy

St. Petersburg

Shiflett, Patricia

St. Petersburg Sunset

Shankwitz, Danya

Wesley Chapel

Dunleavy, Brian

Groeller, Charane 

Jensen-Dunleavy, Isabelle

Spiegel, Cristina

District 6950 Attendance & Club Meeting Location 
for April 2015

Issue 12 • June 2015

Club Members
6/30/14

Members 
Current

Average 
Attend % Meeting Location

Belleair 35 30 63 Thu. Noon - Belleair Country Club (25 Belleview Rd.)
Brooksville 31 25 69 Tue. Noon - Brooksville Country Club (23446 Links Drive)
Central Citrus County 25 24 77 Wed. 7:30am -Tuscany on the Meadows, Quality Inn State 486
Central Pinellas 15 16 87 Tue. 5:45pm - Liberty Lanes Bowling (Largo)
Clearwater 99 102 58 Wed. 12:15pm - Belleair Country Club
Clearwater Beach 22 27 62 Thu. 12:15pm - Carlouel Yacht & Beach Club (Clearwater Beach)
Clearwater East 33 31 68 Fri. Noon - St. Petersburg College (2465 Drew Street, ES Building room 111 Clearwater, FL 33765)
Crystal River 51 54 75 Mon. 12:15pm - Plantation Inn and Golf Resort
Crystal River-Kings Bay 62 67 76 Wed. 12:15pm - Seminole Club (3rd St., Crystal River)
Dade City 38 38 86 Mon. Noon - Kafe Kokopelli (Citrus Room- 37940 Live Oak Avenue Dade City)
Dade City Sunrise 17 14 84 Thu. 7:00am- The Hampton Inn (13215 US Hwy 301, Dade City, FL 33525)
Dunedin 47 50 80 Tue. 12:15pm - Church of Good Shepherd (629 Edgewater Drive, Dunedin)
Dunedin North 50 55 80 Wed. 7:30am - Dunedin Country Club (1050 Palm Blvd.) 
Dunedin Waterside 19 24 0 Wed. 6:30pm -Sea Sea Riders (221 Main Street Dunedin, FL 34698)
East Lake Sunrise 15 17 75 Thu. 7:30am - Daddy’s Grill (Third Thursday meeting at various locations from 6:30-7:30 pm)
Gulf Beaches 38 33 77 Tue. 12:15pm - Treasure Island Yacht & Tennis Club (400 Treasure Island Causeway, Treasure Island)
Holiday 50 48 71 Tue. Noon - IHOP (U.S. Hwy. 19, New Port Rickey)
Homosassa Springs 19 16 74 Thu. 7am - Luigi’s (4538 Suncoast Blvd. - US19)
Hudson 14 17 90 Thu. Noon - CARES Enrichment Center (12417 Clock Tower Pkwy. Hudson, Bayonet Pt.)
Indian Rocks Beach 31 34 81 Wed. 7:15am Jimmy Guana’s Restaurant, Holiday Inn Harborside (401 2nd St.)
Inverness 64 67 81 Tue. Noon -  Inverness Golf and Country Club (Inverness)
Largo 35 34 72 Mon. Noon - Alfano’s Restaurant (Clearwater)
New Port Richey 132 140 82 Wed. 12:15pm - Spartan Manor (6121 Massachusetts Avenue)
Oldsmar/East Lake 14 14 0 Thu. 12:15pm - Flamestone Grill (4009 Tampa Rd)
Palm Harbor 23 21 67 Wed. 12:15pm - Leo’s Italian Grill (Palm Harbor)
Pinellas Park 30 38 71 Thu. 12:15pm - Banquet Masters (13355 49th St N)
Port Richey 27 43 78 Fri. Noon - Argento’s
Rotary E-Club of SE USA 30 24 90 Anytime at www.rotaryeclub34.org
Safety Harbor 14 12 92 Fri. 7:30am - Safety Harbor Spa (105 N Bayshore Dr.) 
San Antonio 14 14 79 Tue. 6:30pm - Tampa Bay Golf & Country Club (St. Rd. 52)
Seminole 66 72 70 Wed. 12:15pm - Lake Seminole Golf & Country Club (6100 Augusta Blvd.)
Seminole Lake 29 28 76 Fri. 7:15am - Freedom Square Seminole, Roskamp Auditorium
Seven Springs 47 46 71 Thu. 7:30am - Seven Springs Country Club (3535 Trophy Blvd.)
Spring Hill 13 12 90 Thu. 7:45am - IHOP Restaurant (US19)
Spring Hill Central 21 20 53 Thu. 12:15pm at Silverthorn Country Club (Brooksville)
St. Petersburg 98 94 63 Fri. Noon - Orange Blossom Catering (220 4th St. N)
St. Petersburg Mid-Town 15 15 0 Wed. Noon - Sylvia’s (642 22nd Street South St. Petersburg 33712)
St. Petersburg Sunrise 29 29 71 Tue. 7:45 am - St. Petersburg Yacht Club (11 Central Ave)
St. Petersburg Sunset 23 29 43 Thu. 6:00 pm - The Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront (333 First St. south St. Petersburg)
St. Petersburg West 31 34 70 Wed. 7:45am - Treasure Island Tennis & Yacht Club (400 Island Causeway, Treasure Island)
Sugarmill Woods-Citrus County 25 26 96 Tue. 5:00pm - Sugarmill Woods Country Club (Homosassa)
Tarpon Springs 81 87 84 Thu. 12:15pm - Tarpon Springs Yacht Club (350 S. Spring Blvd.)
Trinity 77 79 60 Fri. 12:15pm - Heritage Springs Country Club
Wesley Chapel 89 97 68 Wed. 12:15pm - Ciao! Italian Bistro (Wiregrass)
Wesley Chapel Sunrise 20 20 64 Fri. 7:15am - Quail Hollow Golf
Zephyrhills 50 42 61 Thu. 12:15pm - Zephyrhills Rotary Youth building (Shepard Park)
Zephyrhills Daybreak 27 28 98 Wed. 7:00am - First United Methodist Church (38635 Fifth Ave, Zephyrhills)

http://www.belleairrotary.org
http://www.brooksvillerotary.org
http://www.citrusrotary.com/
http://centralpinellasrotary.com
http://www.clearwaterrotary.org
http://clearwaterbeachrotary.org
http://www.clearwatereastrotary.org
http://www.crystalriverrotary.com
http://www.kingsbayrotary.org
http://www.dadecity-rotary-club.org
http://www.dadecitysunriserotary.org
www.dunedinrotaryclub.com
www.dunedinnorthrotary.org
www.dunedinwaterside.com
http://www.EastLakeRotary.org
http://www.GulfBeachesRotary.com
http://holidayrotary.org
http://www.homosassaspringsrotary.org
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryClubOfHudsonFlorida
http://www.indian-rocks-rotary.org
http://www.invernessflrotary.org
www.largorotary.com
http://www.nprrotary.com/0201/
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryClubOfOldsmarEastLake
https://www.facebook.com/PalmHarborRotary
www.rotarypinellaspark.org
http://www.portricheyrotary.com
http://www.rotaryeclub34.org
http://rotaryclubofsafetyharbor.org/
www.rotarysanantoniofl.org
www.seminolerotary.org
http://seminolelakerotary.org
http://7springsrotary.org/
http://www.clubrunner.ca/Portal/Home.aspx?accountid=4265
http://springhillcentralrotary.org
www.sprotary.org
http://www.facebook.com/St.PetersburgRotaryMidtown
rotaryclubstpete.com
http://www.stpetesunsetrotary.org
www.rcspw.org
www.rotarysmw.com
http://tarponrotary.org
http://www.rotarycluboftrinity.org
http://www.wcrotary.org
www.wesleychapelrotary.com
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryClubZhills
http://www.zephyrhillsrotary.org
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CARIBBEAN CRUISES ON  
CARNIVAL PARADISE®

From
$  From

$  From
$

INTERIOR OCEAN VIEW BALCONY

Cruise rates are in U.S. dollars, per person and based on double occupancy.  Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses range from 
$38.42 to $291.42, and are assessed on a per guest basis for all guests according to the itinerary.  Offer is non-transferable, 
and has no cash value.  Category restrictions and exclusions are capacity controlled and subject to change without prior 
notice.  Offer is not combinable with any other discount or promotion, valid for new bookings only.  Ships’ Registry:  The 
Bahamas, Panama & Malta. 

Day Port Arrive  Depart 

Thu  Tampa, FL   4:00 p.m. 

Fri “Fun Day” at Sea    

Sat Cozumel 9:00 a.m.  6:00 p.m.

Sun “Fun Day” at Sea    

Mon Tampa, FL 8:00 a.m.   

4 Day Western Caribbean

TAMPA

Cruise from one sunny tropical isle to another in the glittering turquoise seas of the Western
Caribbean. A Carnival cruise to the Western Caribbean offers idyllic days of swimming, snorkeling,
and strolling pearly white-sand beaches and romantic nights beneath the twinkle of clear, starry
skies. Explore many wonderful ports of call on your Western Caribbean cruise.

Itineraries are subject to change; port, 
sequence and scheduled times, and/or day.  
For the most updated cruise information, 
please contact your Travel Professional.

295 315 n/a

SHIPS-N-TRIPS
for reservations contact:
davidm.snt@gmail.com
(727) 736-1318
2262 Bayshore Blvd
Dunedin, FL 34698

The Rotary Club of Dunedin Waterside invites you and your friends
and family to join us aboard the Carnival Paradise for a fun filled

cruise to Paradise this Fall! Prices above are for select cabin
categories and additional pricing and selection may be available.
For additional information and to reserve your stateroom today,

please contact David at Ships-N-Trips below.
We can't wait to welcome you on board!

November 19, 2015


